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Thistle Epistle 
December 2016 
 
 
New Member of Council 
Greg Roth, President, is pleased to announce that Council unanimously voted for Barbara 
Bley to be a member-at-large on the St. Andrew's Society Council, and that Barbara has 
accepted the position. 
Barbara has been involved for some years in the Kirkin' o' the Tartan, and this year took 
on the lead role - see the article below. 
She also suggested the idea of celebrating National Tartan Day and has taken the lead in 
organizing that event. 
Current members of Council besides Barbara are Greg Roth, President; Marie Grimes-
Darling, Vice-President; Doug Malcolm, Treasurer; Peter Guthrie, Secretary; and Clint 
Hill, Webmaster. Our Bylaws include the Thistle Editor as a member of Council, but that 
position is currently undertaken by the Secretary. There is a provision that Council may 
appoint any Society member to serve on Council; this is the first time in several years that 
such an appointment has been made. 
 
Burns Night 

Burns Night will be at Mukogawa Commons - the same place as last year - on January 
28th. The flyer giving the details is attached as part of this Thistle. 
 
The evening will follow much the same format as in prior years, with doors opening at 
5:00 pm, and dinner and entertainment starting at 6:00 pm. There will be the usual pipe 
band and highland dance performances, toasts to the Immortal Memory and the Lads and 
Lassies, Burns poetry reading, and social dancing. 
 
Last year several people notified the Society that they planned to come to the Burns 
Night and would pay at the door, but then failed to show up. 
The payment to Mukogawa for the dinner is the largest item in the costs of the evening 
and we have to declare at least two weeks in advance how many people are coming. No-
shows result in a loss of revenue to the St. Andrew's Society, but no reduction in costs 
paid to Mukogawa. To avoid this, the Society will not allow payment at the door this 
year. Those wishing to attend may pay in advance by check using the form in the Thistle 
or downloaded from the website - www.inlandnwscots.org. However, there is the new 
option of payment online through the website using a credit card. Since the Society has to 
pay the fees to the credit card company and the website provider, there will be an extra 
charge of $3 per adult ticket or $2 per child ticket, to cover these fees. 
 
We hope to see a big turnout for this year's Burns Night, following on last year's 
significant increase in numbers from the prior year. 
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Fall Folk Festival 
The Spokane Folklore Society put on the annual Fall Folk Festival at Spokane 
Community College on the weekend of November 12-13 and the Scottish contingent 
were given their usual hour around noon on the Saturday. Marie Grimes-Darling was the 
organizer and changed things up a bit. 
Firstly, the highland dancers and country dancers alternated, with Dan Grimes piping for 
the highland dance and CDs being used for the country dancers. The alternation kept the 
performance fresh and the highland dancers had different personnel for their various 
dancers - from the very young beginners putting on their first public performance, to the 
more experienced dancers. 
After the dancers had performed, the Angus Scott Pipe Band played a long set, of 
approximately half an hour, with a varied program including their take on the Caribbean 
and a drum salute, and with some of the pieces accompanied by the highland dancers. 
  
We had an appreciative audience throughout; this was particularly in evidence when the 
plug to the CD player was inadvertently pulled out of the socket and the music died part 
way through one of the country dances. The dancers carried on without the music and the 
audience joined in with clapping: always nice to have audience participation. 
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Highland Dance Competitions 
The highland dancers are excited to announce a major event this spring, on May 13th at 
the West Valley High School. We will be hosting the Northwest Regional 
Championships. These bring in dancers from throughout the entire northwest region and 
decide the dancers who qualify to compete in the US championship next summer. 
 
The current plan is to have our spring dance competition, which is open to dancers of all 
ages and levels from our local area, on the same day: though the details are still being 
worked out and are yet to be confirmed. 
 
The March issue of the Thistle will have all the details of these events. 
 
Angus Scott Pipe Band 
We jumped right back into things after our summer break. 
 
We played at a couple of military functions, the Navy Ball at the Lincoln Center and the 
Marines' Birthday Ball at the Doubletree. These events are always full of tradition, 
especially the Marines events, and it is a great honor to participate in the ceremony. 
 
We also played for Millwood Community Presbyterian Church's Reformation Sunday, 
which we do every year. We are so grateful to have this nice place to practice, especially 
since it is central to most of our members. 
 
We were very excited to play at Fall Folk Festival again this year. It is always nice to 
march in and see a standing-room only crowd waiting to hear our unique sound. And we 
enjoy having the highland dancers performing along with us. 
 
The most recent event at which we played was the Kirkin' o' the Tartan. We were glad to 
be able to pull together a larger group this year and we heard several nice comments on 
the effect the pipes and drums bring to the occasion. 
 
We are now going to focus our efforts on our Burns Night set and then it will be time to 
get ready for St Patrick's Day in March. 
 
Anyone interested in joining the band can find information on our website 
www.aspband.com. 
 Gillian Sayer, Piper and Quartermaster 
 
Kirkin' o’ the Tartan 
St. David's Episcopal Church graciously hosted the annual Kirkin' o' the Tartan on 
December 4th. St. David's has a strong Celtic tradition, so the Kirkin' fits right in. Society 
member Barbara Bley organized the service and was the lay leader. Eight members of the 
Society attended and other members of the congregation also came with their tartans, 
making a dozen or so in total. After the service, there was the usual party in the church 
hall, which was enjoyed by all. 
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National Tartan Day 
In the past, the Society has not had a special celebration for National Tartan Day, which 
falls on April 6th. Our honoring of the tartan has been considered to be at the Kirkin', 
which is held as close as possible to November 30th, St. Andrew's Day.  
 
At the last Annual General Meeting, the question was raised by one of the members: why 
shouldn't we have a National Tartan Day celebration? 
 
An article on National Tartan Day appeared in an issue of the Thistle a few years ago. A 
brief description is as follows: 

• In New York City, an event was held on July 1, 1982, to celebrate the 200th 
anniversary of the repeal of the Act of Proscription. The Act was passed in 1747 
and banned the wearing of tartan. It was repealed in 1782, with Robbie Burns 
joining in the fight for repeal.  

• However, the July 1 date was not repeated, and April 6th became the accepted 
date after its adoption first in Canada in the mid-1980s and soon after in the 
United States. 

• The significance of April 6th is that it was the date of the Declaration of Arbroath, 
a letter written by the Scots to the Pope that laid out the Scots case for 
independence from England. In 2008, George W Bush signed a presidential 
Proclamation making April 6th the official National Tartan Day in the USA. 

 
Barbara Bley has taken the lead in organizing the event. Details are still being hashed out, 
but the general outlines so far are: 

• It will be at Shadle Library from 2:00 to 6:00 pm on the afternoon of April 6th. 
Shadle Park High School is of course the home of the Highlanders, so Shadle is 
an appropriate venue. 

• There will be talks on the history of tartan, its significance, and the various setts. 
• The Spokane Weavers will be there to demonstrate how tartan is woven. 
• Since tartan is intimately connected to clan and family history, there will be 

information on genealogy and how to look up one's clan forbears. 
• There will be exhibitions of Scottish dancing, and we are hoping to have some 

live musicians to come and play Scottish music. 
If anyone has any other ideas, we would be pleased to hear from you. 
 
Renew Payment for Paper Version of Thistle 

A reminder to those who like to get the Thistle Epistle in paper format: if you haven't 
within the past year paid the $5 to have it delivered, we would appreciate it if you would 
send in the $5 to continue this service. Make checks payable to "St. Andrew’s Society", 
and mail to PO Box 11312, Spokane, WA 99211. 
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Brexit 
 
The Brexit turmoil continues. British PM, Teresa May, says she will send the official 
request to depart from the European Union sometime in 2017. She has been feeling out 
the sort of deals she can make once the UK goes its separate way. So far, the response 
from EU officials is not encouraging; they are not prepared to have the UK keep the 
things it likes in the EU arrangement, principally the trade benefits, while rejecting the 
things it dislikes, such as having borders open to all the peoples from the EU and the 
rules and regulations emanating from Brussels. 
 
Opposition within the country to the withdrawal from the EU remains strong. The 
constitutional issue has arisen of whether the government can rely on the Brexit 
referendum as authority to go ahead or whether there needs to be a vote in Parliament. 
Since MPs are generally more in favor of staying in the EU than the majority in the 
referendum, this is a big issue. 
 
There are also calls for another referendum to confirm or change the result of the first, 
though the government is resisting this idea. The word from over the pond is that those 
opposed to leaving have been christened "The Re-moaners"! 
 
Nicola Sturgeon, the First Minister of Scotland and leader of the Scottish Nationalist 
Party, has recently put forward a plan concerning Scotland's role. Firstly, she asks Teresa 
May to have the entire country remain within the European Union, with the consequent 
freedom of trade and movement within the bloc. However, if the UK continues to 
negotiate to leave, she wants the negotiation to include the clause that Scotland alone 
may remain in the economic union. She goes on to say that another independence 
referendum is "highly likely", which suggests having Scotland split from the rest of the 
United Kingdom and remain a member of the EU. 
 
Needless to say, the British Government is not impressed by this plan. Nor are some of 
the other members of the EU. Spain has rejected any notion that there be a special deal 
for Scotland - there should be one Brexit deal for the whole of the UK. Since the EU 
requires unanimous agreement on negotiations, any single country in the 27-nation union 
has a veto. 
 
The London stock market has continued to maintain the ground it gained after the Brexit 
vote, but this is largely a result of the devaluation of the pound, which is down from 1.55 
to the dollar a year or so ago to under 1.25 now. 
 
Of course, it has not escaped anyone's notice that the Trump victory with its protectionist 
overtones and America-first ideas is mirroring the themes of Brexit. 


