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Burns Night
The Society’s annual Burns Night dinner/dance is coming up next month on January 27th, 2018, at
Mukogawa Commons. Information and a mail-in form are attached to this copy of the Thistle.
Alternatively you can go to the website inlandnwscots.org and order your tickets online. The link is
in the Calendar section, in the Burns Night notice.

Notes on Membership and Finances
The Society continues to invite all those who are interested in Scottish culture in all or any of its
aspects to join.
Membership continues to be free. This is made possible by keeping expenses as low as possible,
and by the contribution Burns Night makes to the Society's treasury. So when you come to Burns
Night, you are not only having a great time but also helping to keep us afloat!
The Society remains in good financial shape, with our bank balance remaining steady over the past
few years. We are a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization, so our aim is to keep a reasonable balance for
contingencies, but not necessarily to add to it: and so far, we have been successful.
We continue to provide scholarships, as outlined in previous issues of the Thistle, and we encourage
applications from members of our community who are interested in furthering either their own
proficiency in Scottish cultural affairs, or that of others. In this, we are helped by donations to the
Society's Scholarship Fund - and we would like to acknowledge and thank all those who have made
contributions. Our policy is that all contributions specifically made to the scholarship fund can only
be used to provide scholarships. Council can also provide money from the general fund for
scholarships if the need arises and the overall financial situation of the Society permits it.
Officers Election
The next Annual General Meeting of the Society will be in April - although the exact date has not as
yet been determined.
The officers for the past six years have remained the same: Greg Roth as President; Marie GrimesDarling as Vice-President; Doug Malcolm as Treasurer; and Peter Guthrie as Secretary. Peter
Guthrie has also been acting as Thistle Editor.
The Society's Bylaws state that officers may serve up to three two-year terms in the same position.
After that, they are term-limited in that position, though they may run for election for another of the
officer positions.
The two-year terms of the President and Secretary are offset from the terms of the Vice-President
and Treasurer, with the idea of ensuring continuity in the running of the Society. In previous years
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there was the situation where all four officers left at once, making it difficult for the incoming
officers to get up to speed.
Greg Roth and Peter Guthrie are now term-limited in their positions, and have decided not to run for
any other office (though the President does continue as a member of Council for one year after his
term of office ends).
Council's nominations for office at the elections next April are Marie Grimes-Darling as President,
for a two-year term; Doug Malcolm as Vice-President, for one year (to maintain the offset of
terms); and Gillian Sayer as Secretary and Thistle Editor, for a two year term.
This leaves the position of Treasurer still to be nominated. In addition, although Council has made
the nominations outlined above, there is nothing to stop any other member of the Society running
for any of the offices: in fact we encourage it. All societies need a change in leadership from time to
time, with the introduction of new people and new ideas, so Council would welcome any other
nominations for office.
In addition to the four officers, Council membership also include the webmaster, currently Clint
Hill; the Thistle Editor, if different from the Secretary; and the immediate Past-President. The
officers may also appoint any member of the Society as a member-at-large. Such members-at-large
have no specific duties, but attend Council meetings and offer input. We are particularly interested
in having members of affiliates such as pipe bands or dance groups as members-at-large, so that
they can provide the perspective of their particular discipline. However, any member may be
appointed: if any member is interested, they should let one of the current Council members know of
their interest. The position of member-at large is a good way to get to know the Society and the
Scottish community without having a specific officer role.
We feel that the Society has an important role in promoting Scottish culture in our area, and we
strongly hope that it will continue to grow and flourish. To do this it needs good leadership, and we
hope that some of our members will step up to help provide that leadership.

Folkfest
Spokane's annual Folkfest was held at the Spokane Community College campus. As always, the
Scottish groups were allocated an hour in the Small Gym, starting at 11.30 am. The groups taking
part were the Angus Scott Pipe Band, the Spokane Scottish Country Dancers, the Northwest
Highland Dancers, and the Coeur d'Alene Highland dancers. Marie Grimes-Darling coordinated the
event.
The program started with the highland dancers and country dancers taking turns performing one
dance each. The middle section consisted of the pipe band performance, at times accompanied by
highland dancers. Then at the end, the country dancers and highland dancers performed two more
dances each. As always, there was a good audience; in fact, there seemed quite a lot of people who
would have liked to see the performance but who arrived too late - one of the problems of coming
on early in the sequence of events.
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Folkfest continues to attract new performers, as well as inviting back long-time participants such as
the Scottish groups, and also continues to attract lots of spectators. Definitely an event worth going
to.

Some Folkfest pictures by Jen Edgren of the Spokane Folklore Society.
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Kirkin' o' the Tartan
Word is getting out about the Society's Kirkin' o' the Tartan event, which was held on Sunday
December 3rd, at St David's Episcopal Church - there was increased attendance at the service, with
over 25 people getting up to present their tartan.
The origin of the ceremony was the banning of highland dress after Bonnie Prince Charlie's 1745
attempt to regain the throne from the Hanoverians. Highlanders would go to church with a piece of
their tartan hidden about their person, as a protest against the ban. Wearing it openly would result in
very severe penalties.
The ban was relaxed in 1782, by which time the threat of Scottish rebellion had receded. Prior to
1745, the English viewed the Highlands of Scotland, and indeed Scotland itself, as a somewhat
uncivilised country that might pose a danger to them. The romantic view of the highlands as
untamed nature was well into the future. However, by the end of the 18th century Scotland was
becoming well integrated into the entity of Britain, and was contributing greatly to the economic
advances taking place around that time.
In the 21st century the celebration of the tartan has changed a lot from the furtive hidden piece of
cloth. Most people are proud to wear it openly, in a variety of different garments: the kilt of course,
as well as sashes and scarves. However, a more imaginative method is to bring up one's tartan on
one's smartphone and present it that way. Whatever works!
The service was presided over by a layperson, Sally Nick, who is a member of the Society. The
arrangements for the event were made by Barbara Bley. The Society would like to thank Sally,
Barbara and St David's for their hospitality.
Following the service there was the usual gathering in the church hall in the basement, with
refreshments and a drop of the Society's scotch. A new departure was to have a session of Scottish
country dancing. Anna Guthrie led the dancing. She had come equipped with a tape machine for the
music, however this was not needed because Gillian Sayer (pipes) and Kenyon Fields (drum) of
Angus Scott Pipe Band, who had played during the service, provided the music for the dancing.
Thanks to Anna, Gillian and Kenyon for their contributions. The dancing attracted a lot of interest,
and we are hoping some of the Kirkin' congregation will come to our regular dance classes, and also
to Burns Night.

Angus Scott Pipe Band
This fall we started back in with some of our yearly performances. We played at the Marines'
Birthday Ball at the Doubletree. These events are always full of tradition, especially the Marines'
Ball, and it is a great honor to participate in the ceremony.
We played our yearly contribution for Millwood Community Presbyterian Church's Reformation
Society. We are so grateful to have such a nice place to practice, and one that is so central to most
of our members.
In addition to these events, we also played at the Fall Folk Festival and at the Kirkin' o' the Tartan.
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We are now going to focus our efforts on our Burns Night set, and then it's time to get ready for St
Patrick's Day in March.
Anyone interested in joining the band can find practice time and contact information on our website
www.aspband.com.

Country Dance
The Spokane Scottish Country Dancers continue to meet at the Greek Orthodox church hall, 1703 N
Washington on Thursday nights starting at 6.30.pm. All are welcome. For information call Cynde
Chatham at 979 1832 or Anna Guthrie at 924 1284.

Scots Language Society
Our St Andrews Society periodically receives emails from George T Watt of the Scots Language
Society, with the Journal of the Society "Eiks an Ens" attached. This publication has articles and
poems written in the Scots language. The latest email is as follows:
"Guid freins oor lates eidition o the on-line magazine, noo mind oor journal Lallans fu o Airticles,
Prose an Poesy will be oot suin, mak siccar that your associe gets ae copy. Gang tae
'www.lallans.co.uk'.
So if you are interested in reading something in Scots, just go to the above website.
So what is the Scots language?
In England, the Angles and Saxons arrived starting in the 5th century AD. Their language, AngloSaxon, became prevalent throughout the country over a period of several hundred years, starting in
the east and gradually moving west as they overcame the native Celtic speakers - the last holdouts
being Wales and Cornwall in the far west, who still retain their own languages today.
In the northeast of England, it was the Angles who predominated, and they founded the Kingdom of
Northumbria, which in the 7th century was the leader among the several kingdoms into which the
country was divided at that time. The present county of Northumberland takes its name from the old
kingdom, but is considerably smaller in size. "Northumbria" means the area north of the River
Humber, which is in present day Yorkshire, and at its largest extent, the kingdom extended as far as
the highland line in Scotland. North of it was the land of the Picts, who were the original Celts who
had been there for millennia: "Picti" was the Roman nickname for the tribes they encountered north
of Hadrian's Wall, and means "painted".
In 685, the Northumbrians attempted to extend their kingdom northward into Pictish territory and
were soundly defeated at a battle variously called Nechtansmere or Dunnichen. This has been
compared to Bannockburn as a decisive battle in establishing the later existence of a separate
country of Scotland. However, the Angles who settled in the lowland regions of Scotland
established their language in the area, which was not that different from Anglo-Saxon. Over time,
the language spoken in Scotland diverged from that spoken in the southern part of the island, as
languages tend to do. In the 14th century, Chaucer is often credited with a large influence in
establishing a common language in England, but by that time, Scotland was a wholly independent
country. By 1400, the Scots language was widely used in Scotland, including its use as a written
language for the official records of government until the Act of Union in 1707. It also continued
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(and continues) to be used as a written language by poets such as Burns and his predecessors.
Nowadays it is more a spoken language, though a lot of the distinctive words are used by novelists
writing books with a Scots background.
Some names for the Scots language or its dialects include Doric, Scotch or Lallans - which is the
name used in the above-cited website. More regional names include "Buchan", "Dundonian",
"Glesca" or "Shetland".
Some words in Scots are pretty much the same as in English, but written as they are spoken with a
Scottish accent: aboot, cooncil, faither, heid, lang. Others are found only in Scots: bairn, brae,
glaikit, gowk, scunner for instance. Anyone who reads Burns will find it easier if their edition has,
in the margins next to the line where they appear, helpful translations of these completely distinct
words.

Brexit
Not much to report. Prime Minister May is forging ahead with a very fragile government after the
last election. Depending on whom you talk to, she is either making good progress in negotiations
with the European Union, or giving away the farm in such areas as monetary exit contributions by
the UK, and continuing recognition of EU courts and administration.

Happy Hogmanay to all, and best wishes for 2018.
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